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!,'or those who have never
seen it, Greenfield Village and
Henry Ford Museum is a must
in neighboring Dearborn. It is
the areas greatest tourist attraction. Greenfield Village is
on a 200 acre site with the
v'orld's greatest collection of
Americana. Adjacent to it is the
Ford Museum covering 14
acres. Summertime always
brings special events. An old
time summer festival is in
progress all summer long as
Windsor, Ontario, (lanada-the well as an exhibition on the
charm of a foreign country is circus. A special exhibit during
only 5 minutes away from July will be "Industrial
tht, Heritage, USA" in comdowntown Detroit via
Detroit-Windsor Tunnel or the memoration of the American
Abassador Bridge, and costs Ricentenial. Then it will be
less than $l.OO-quite an shown in every state in the
economical trip abroad!
Union.
With customs cleared in less
than a minute, visitor's to
Here is a summary of what
Canada are quickly on their you will see in these two historic
\\-ay to browse through the attractions and to see it all
tlUaint shops of downtown would require several days.
Windsor's shopping district.
In Detroit's Cultural Center.
Favorites with shoppers are the Historical Museum provides
imported English china and other facets of the city's 274\\-oolens, which can be pur- year saga under three flags:
chased for prices well below French, British and American.
what they would cost in the The latest addition to its perlJnited States. A dinner-theater manent "Streets of Old Detroit"
evening at La Pointe Centre, or exhibits
is
a
skillfully
a sampling of a variety of fine reproduced blacksmith shop
restaurants and posh nighl typical of those so common here
clubs adds excitement to your before the age of cars.
trip to Canada and try the
Directly across the street is
nighttimt' view of Detroit's the Main Public Library, with
glowing skyline from Windsor's 1.25 million volumes, including
riverside
Dieppt'
Park, the world's largest collections
especially during the annual of automotive and Great Lakes
July Detroit-Windsor Inter- history. These are comnational Freedom Festival plemented by the huge Burton
celebration.
Contact
tht' Collection
of
historical
Greater Windsor Visitor's and photogra ph s.
Convention Bureau for further
Also in the Cultural Center is
information (519-252-7251.)
the Institute of Arts, containing
For those coming by car from 101 galleries of such masters as
the east, we would suggest that Rembrandt, Renoir and Van
in your trip across Canada you ('r<>gh, together with ancient
see some points of interest. Egyptian sculptures and the
Especially recommended is the most modern abstract works.
JUST AROUND the corner
summer long Stratford Festival
at Stratford, Ontario. You can from this are the Children's
get information on per- Museum and International
Institute, two more jewels in
formances by writing to:
Festival Theatre Box Office Detroit's cultural tiara.
Stratford, Ontario
Canada N5A 6V2
For your evening pleasure,
Detroit and its suburbs have
For the baseball fans you're numerous fine restaurants and
in luck for the Tigers are home night clubs. If you wish you can
at that time. They play Oakland
have an exciting evening on the
on July 22nd (nite), 23rd (nite)
town with a night club tour.
and 24th (day). Cleveland
follows on July 25th (nite), 26th
(day)
and
27th
(day,
doubleheader) .
COME EARLYSTAY LATE
The Detroit reunion committee wish to invite all
members coming to the reunion
this July to plan on making it a
real vacation trip. Remember
the special hotel rates at the
Detroit Heritage apply also
from three days before until
three days after the convention.
There are so many things to see
and· do,\.\:l:!ile you're here.

Restoration of
General's Boyhood Home
During World War II the
Ninth Infantry Division had the
honor of being one of the
Divisions that served under
General of the Army Omar N.
Bradley. The General held the
Division in high esteem and had
praised it many times, he could
be considered a great friend of
the Ninth Infantry Division.
General Bradley spent his

boyhood in Higbee, Missouri.
Recently the Mayor of this
community sent the following
letter to the Association.
"The Secretary of the Army
has furnished us with a list of
foundations and associations
that he thought might be interested in assisting Higbee
residents in a project which we
hope will result in the purchase
and restoration of the boyhood
home here of General of the
Army Omar N. Bradley.
General Bradley is aware of
our drive, and in a short letter
before his most recent illness,
gave us his blessings and advised that his staff would be
contacting us on its success, as
they have. Due to the General's
illness, we all feel that the
project should be hurried to
insure that our favorite son
might be able to view this, the
first attempt by Randolph
County residents to honor him.
We estimate that $15,000.00 is
needed to purchase and restore
this four room home that was
occupied by the Bradley family
while the General attended
Higbee schools early in this
century. The World War II hero
was born east of our community, moving into this home
for some years before going on
to Moberly, where he attended
high school and was accepted
for admission to West Point.
If your organization or any of
its members are interested in
helping us preserve this only
standing edifice directly
linkable to General Bradley,
please contact me by letter, or
by calling (816) 456-7272. This is
to be a part of our Bicentennial
observance, as well as the
beginning of what appears to be
a growing sentiment to honor
the "G.I. General".

Dues; $5.00 DIf' ve.

will be . .merk«t to

Our Principal speaker for the banquet Saturday July 26th comes
to us with outstanding credentials. He is the Honorable John B.
Swainson, Associate Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court.
He served our Country as an infantryman with the Third Army
during World War II resulting in the loss of both legs.
Upon his release from the Army he attended the University of
North Carolina where he earned both his AB and LLB degrees.
He is married and the father of three children. He has practiced
law in the City of Detroit, served two terms in the Michigan
State Senate, and one as Lieutenant Governor before being
elected Governor of the State of Michigan at the age of 35. He
has since been elected circuit Court Judge and now is serving an
eight year term as Associate Justice on the Michigan Supreme
Court which he was elected to in 1970.
Our small community cannot
afford this project due to its
very limited funds, so any
assistance received will be
greatly appreciated and appropriately acknowledged.
Signed
L.C. Bankhead, Jr., Mayor
Municipal Offices
Higbee, Missouri 65257
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THE

Minutes 01 the
115th Meeting National
Board of Governors
The Ninth Infantry
Division Association
The National Board of
Governors met at the Howard
Johnson Motor Lodge, Pittsburgh, Pa., on May 3, 1975 at
4:15 P.M., attended by Messrs:
Richard Wilson, William
Bongiorno, Michael Deresh,
Evertt Tapp, Oscar Richards,
W.alter O'Keefe, Charles Jones,
William Hennemuth, Robert
DeSandy
and
Anthony
Chaconas. Also in attendance
were Thomas Boyle Treasurer,
Harrison
Daysh
Judge
Advocate and Scholarship
Committee Chairman John
Clouser.
President Wilson asked the
members to stand for a moment
of silent prayer for the departed
men of the Ninth.
The secretary, Daniel Quinn,
then read the minutes of the
114th meeting of the Board and
upon a motion duly made by
William
Bongiorno
and
seconded by Michael Deresh it
was voted to: Accept the
reading of the minutes and
instruct the secretary to place
copy of same on file.
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Thomas Boyle the Treasurer
was called upon for his report
and he gave the members
copies of last two quarters of
income and spendings and
reported on same. He concluded
that the investments of the
association had improved and
that it was a good move the
Board had made by staying
with the Mutual Funds. Upon a
motion duly made by Oscar
Richards and seconded by
Everett Tapp it was voted to:
Accept the Treasurers report.
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Robert DeSandy Chairman of
the Michigan Reunion briefed
the members on the Reunion to
be held in Detroit on July 2426th. All details have been
finalized and a report will be
made through the Octofoil
regarding Speakers, events etc.
The Michigan Chapter members are awaiting the men of the
Ninth and their families and
friends.
Upon a motion duly made by
Charles Jones and seconded by
Anthony Chaconas it was voted
to: Accept the Reunion report.

PAY

Boy, have I got a homely secretary!

DUES
NOW

When I chase her around the desk, I walk!

NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Dan Qumn, National Stcrttary, 9th Infantry Division AIIn.
412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey 07087
EDclo.... pleue find 1975 d\~ for:

Name..................................................•.....•. Serial No

.

~

Street Address

.

ZOne..•....••• State

City

..

I was a member of:

Battery

; Company

; Reaiment

;9th.Div

I wish to sign up for the followinl:

Relular Member, per year
Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund
THREE-YEAR MEMBER
Life Membership
Octofoil Automobile License Disc
Decals, 2Sc; (5) five for
Ladies' Auxiliary Member
Combat Route Map
60th Infantry History

•••

$S.OO []

C

$13.00 0
$SO.oo C
$
.SO 0
$ 1.00 [J
$ I.SO 0
$
.SO C
$
.SO 0

Please credit the follOWing chapter:
Philly-Delaware Valley 0
Greater New York
Illinois
0
Washington, D. C.
New f. ngland
0
Michilan
Ohio
0
Fayetteville - Fort Br., N. C.

Ul:IU9-UIL

0
0

0
0

SCHOLARSHIP
John Clouser Chairman of the
Scholarship Committee
reported that the Committee
had received eleven applications and this was the first
year they were unable to accommodate all of the young
women and men who had applied. Six applicants, four new
and,two renewals were all they
could 'assist because of lack of
funds in the Memorial Fund.
The Committee will notify those
recipients by mail and their
names will be announced at the
reunion in Detroit. Since
starting in 1961 the sum of
$20,425.00 has been granted by
the Association.
Upon a motion duly made by
Walter O'Keeffe and seconded
by Robert DeSandy it was voted
to: Accept the report and
recommendations
of
the
Scholarship
Committee.
President Wilson thanked
Clouser and his Committee for
their efforts.
The members discussed the
Ladies Auxiliary of the
Association and it was agreed
that the National Secretary
refund to the Auxiliary any
commission due to the Chapters, whenever possible.

Oscar Richards made a
motion but because it lacked a
second vote he spoke of the
possibility of opening the
membership of the association
to all those who wore the
Octofoil in the past or present.
Walter o'Keeffe reported that
the 1976 Reunion to be held in
New York City will be held at
the Statler-Hilton Hotel on July
22.-24th.
John CIouser briefed the
members on the feasibility of
holding a reunion, in a place
such as Las Vegas, in some
future year.

1!tap.s
~ounbeb
The last roll call was answered
by several "old reliables". May
they rest in peace. We extend
our deepest sympathy to their
loved ones.
Leonard Ricco - Company F
47th
John Hickey - Hq's Co. 1st Bn.
47th
Hugh Hanson - M.P. 's
Anthony Awers - 899th Tank
Destory-Recon Co.

•••

Bill Hennemuth spoke for the
Illinois Chapter that they were
interested in holding the 1977
reunion in Chicago

Tip of the Hat
The association is grateful to
these members who remembered the Memorial Fund.
Harrison Daysh
Arthur Litos
James Moore
Ray Rerthiaume
Aaron AlPert
Stanley Pollinger
Joseph Bergin
John Holick
Waldon Lewis
Richard Martin
William Keller
Halvor Gjerde
A special thanks to Mrs.
George Smyth for her donation
in memory of her husband Maj.
(;en. George W. Smyth~,

Walter O'Keeffe made a
motion to close the meeting and
this was seconded by Robert
DeSandy: The meeting was
adjourned at 6:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Daniel Quinn
National Secretary

75 Reunion·
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The colonial entrance to the Henry Ford Museum is an exact
copy of Independence Hall in Philadelphia, "birthplace of
American democracy."
Landmarks of American history are collected at Detroit's
GREENFIELI) VILLAGE, founded by Henry Ford, and now the
world's greatest collection of Americana.
You may browse through actual houses, shops, schools and
public buildiugs, where history has been written. They have
been moved bodily to this 200-acre site from all parts of the U.S.,
and from some foreign countries, and restored to their original
appearance.
In the adjacent 14-acre Henry Ford Museum are spread out
the fully stocked shops, the tools and mach,ines, the furniture
and household implements which made up the way of life of our
fathers and grandfathers.

.....

LADIEI' A1JXlUAIlY
NINftIINft'NTRY DIVISION A8M.'1ATION

I would like to become a member of the Ladies' Auxiliary to the
Ninth Infantry Division Association. Enclosed is check or
money order lor $1.50 for 19'15 dues. Please mail my membership card toName
Street

City

State

While attached to the 9th Infantry Division
(state
relationship, whether the Ninth Division man was a husband,
father, brother, son, etc.)
was with
give company, regiment, battery, attached unit, etc.>
Make checks or money orders payable to Ninth Infantry
Division Association. Mail to
Mrs. Shirley Sabato
2743 Snyder Avenue
Philadelphia, Pa. 19145

CHAPTER NEWS
ILLINOIS CHAPTER
REPORTS
The irons are in the fire 'for a
chapter week-end in ~oline: A
Memorial service IS bemg
planned to take place at the
Rock Island Arsenal National
Cemetery. Bob and Beryl
Pappas who live in Moline have
been
busy
making
~he
arrangements for the com~ng
invasion. They are acceptmg
motel reservations, have made
necessary arrangements at the
cemetery and have invited the
Illinois Chapter to their home
for Saturday evening festivi~ies.
The scholarship commIttee
consisting of John Clouser,
Dave Heller and Frank Ozart
met in Dave's Loop College
Office to determine the
recipients of the Nin~h Divisi?n
Memorial ScholarshIps. Wlnle
considerable time, effort ~nd
expertise goes into evaluatm.g
the numerous applicants, t~IS
trio takes great pride in servmg
on this National committee.
"Officerless' ,
April Meeting

The April meeting at Tedtmans Bar was unique in that
none of the officers were
present. President Bill H~n
nemuth and Peg were bem~
honored by Universal 011
Products Company. Bill has
been with the company for
twenty-five years and ~o show
their appreciation for hIS many
contributions and loyalty, was
feted with a dinner and
presented a
go~d watch.
Congratulations, BIll! Ch~ck
Koskie was still recuperatmg
from a bout with the flu, so we
had no
report from our
treasurer.
The
Bob
Winkelman's may have been
rained in, as we had area~ of
flash flooding that evenm~.
Nonetheless, those who dId
make it that evening proceeded
to try to equalize a very wet
situation internally. BU.d
Reimer reported on some of hIS
recent escapades in Acapulco.
His guest, Martha, rr~ad~ the
occasion
a
prelIm mary
celebration of her birthday
which was on the following day.
Jerry Fajnor made the scene
with both hands bandaged. One
hand had been bruised and the
other scalded. He expected the
bandages to be removed so~n.
Final plans for the Memorlal
week-end will be related at the
May meeting so it is expected
that this will be a well attended
meeting.
Illinois Educator
Honored

Dr. David Heller, President of
Loop College, will receive the
Educator of the Year Award
from the Educators Division of
the Jewish United Fund-Israel
Emergency Fund. Dave is to
receive the award at a dinner in
his honor on May 4th at the
Pick Congress Hotel.
Appropriately, Dave serves on
the Scholarship Committee of
the Associa tion .
Editors note - Congratulations
are in order from all us. The
Association is deeply indebted
to Dave for his Scholarship
Committee,
likewise
to
Chairman of the Committee
John Clouser and Frank Ozart.
Mr. & Mrs. J. Clouser
901 Graceland
Des Plaines, Ill.
60016

Michigan Doings
The gan~ from Michigan are
working hard on the plans for
the 1975 Reunion, but they still
have plenty of time to devote to
the Chapter's affairs. The
following chapter news-letter
will give you an idea of what's
been happening out Michigan
way.
The next meeting will be held
at the home of President Tom
and Gerry Hatton at 10 Northlawn, Saginaw, 48602. The
date for the meeting is April 12,
1975 and the time is 4:30 p.m.
The' phone number is 517-7547676.
The officers and the 1975
Reunion Committee feel that
the next two meetings are very
important as a lot of ground ~as
to be-covered before the reUnIon
.in Detroit. Show your support
and do your best to attend these
next two meetings.
NEWS NOTES
Those of you who missed the
February meeting at the home
of Bill and Barbara Meadows
sure missed a good time. The
Measows are good hosts; there
was plenty to eat and drink, and
everyone left with the feeling of
an evening well spent.
Those attending were:
George and Phyllis Reedy,
Maurice and Viola Mitchell;
Vern and Thelma Obermiller,
Elmer Wagner, Bill ard Barbara Meadows-Donnie, Al and
Jane Young, James and Audrey
Bruner, Don and Helen Lewis,
Floyd and Leora Hennessey,
Everett and Irene Tapp, Bob
and Florence DeSandy, Tom
and Gerrie Hatton, Fred Josey.
The bottle raffle was won by
Audrey Bruner, who, like a good
wino, traded it for a bottle of
wine.
I received a letter from John
Bonkowski in March with the
following news-notes: "On the
Memorial program for the
convention-everything was
coming along just fine until a
phone call from the 70th
Division Headquarters. We've
been notified that the outfit will
not be able to take part in our
parade. Due to a change in their
schedule from July 5-12 to July
15-26 they'll be returning from
their'annual stay in West Point,
New York, on the very day of
the Memorial. At present, the
Congressman's
office
is
working on a substitute band."
"May 14, 2 p.m. is all set for
the Chapter's Second Annual
Memorial Program at the
Mariners' Church in Detroit,
Bob DeSandy will set up a meal
at "The Ponch" just like last
year."
John also sent along the sad
news that the Stanley Turowski
family (K Co. 60th) lost their
son. The Chapter sends them
sincere condolences.
The Chapter elections were
held in February with the
following results:
President- Tom Hatton 10
Northlawn, Saginaw, MI 48602
517-754-7676
Vice President- Elmer
Wagner 2833 Hotchkiss, Bay
City, MI 48706 517-686-0506 .
2nd Vice President- Maurlce
Mitchell
35201
Garfield,
Frazier, MI 48206 313-791-2198
Adjutanf- Don Lewis 31621
Pardo, Garden City, Mi 48135
313-427-5277
Treasurer- Gene Ready 11768
Rossiter, Detroit, MI 48212 313372-2959
Chaplain- Floyd Hennessey
7925 Summerville Rd. Lambertville, MI 48144 313-856-2143
Secretary- James Bruner 3448
Southgate Dr. Flint, MI 48507
238-7280 (313)
Assistant Secretary- Elmer
Wa2ner

Our newly elected president
asked to have the following
letter included:
Dear Fellow Members and
Friends:
First of all I would like to
thank you for the privilege of
serving as Michigan chapter
President this year.
This is going to be a busy year
for all with the National
Reunion being in Detroit. My
personal thanks to the committee who has been very busy
doing such a fine job with the
convention planning. I hope that
everyone will pitch in and make
this convention a big success.
There will be a memorial
service again this year in
Detroit. I hope you will make
plans now to attend. Those who
attended last year will tell you
we had a wonderful day
together.
Sincerely,
Tom Hatton
Don't forget to support the
Michigan Chapter by contributing Boosters and Ads to
the Reunion Booklet, The cost
will be a little over $850.00 so be
a real booster. Those 11'l page
ads are the real money makers
so do your best.
Full page $40.00
II;! page $25.00
page $15.00
I/H page $10.00
Booster Page- $1.00 per name
The Reunion
Publicity
Chairman, Elmer Wagner, has
already been receiving replies
to the notices that were sent out
to the newspapers around the
country. He is also working on
having radio and tv coverage
nearer to the dates of July 24-2526.
We were sorry to hear that Al
White had suffered a heart
attack and was hospitalized at
East Tawas. We hope that he is
well along on the road to
recovery.

I,

Harrv." 0' S

CI rn8 r

NEW VORK CHAPTER
Heading for great year.

President Mike Deresh
opened the March 7, 1975
meeting at the 26th ~treet
Armory with enthUSIasm
among the members. Mike is
doing a great job with plans for
the future months. With each
passing month the momentum
increases. Here are some of the
highlights of 1975 future
meetings:
April 10 to April 13 Weekend
at Hotel Windsor, So. Fallsburg,
N.Y.
May 2 Past President's Night
May 10 Annual Dance at the
69th Armory
May 17 Our Memorial. Services at Pinelawn Cemetery
..
and· picnic
July 24 to 26 DetrOIt reurnon
October Memorial Mass
Worcester - date to be announced
Decem ber 7 Election of
Officers
Decem ber 14 Christmas
Party at the 69th Armory
From the above list of
scheduled events one can
readily see that Mike has the
ability to get things done.
Our New Venture

Frank Fazio, Chairman
reported that a wonderf~l
weekend (April 10 to 13) IS
planned for the members at the
Hotel Windsor. They have the
facilities for a grand vacation,
such as, golf, cocktail party,
shows, and three meals a day.

Yes, leave it to Frank to get a
good deal for the members.
Chairman Frank Fazio announced that Saturday night,
May 10, 1975 the New York
Chapter will hold its Annual
Dance at the 69th Armory.
There will be a cocktail hour, a
hot smorgasbord and prizes.
With Chairman Frank Fazio
and his Co-Chairmen, Mike
Deresh and Bill Klauz pooling
their time, talent and ideas, you
can be sure the Dance will be
held in the best 9th Division
tradition.
Chairman Frank Fazio announced that he was getting the
details for the members who
want to fly to the Detroit
Reunion.
News Bits

Pres. Mike Deresh presented
a beautiful plaque to 1974 Past
Pres. Joe Kearns. Joe thanked
the members for the plaque.
We sang Happy Birthday to
Secretary Arthur Schmidt who
was celebrating his birthday on
March 31st. Congratulations
Arthur and many, many more
happy birthdays.
Dom Miele sent in a $15.
donation to the N.Y. Chapter.
Thanks Dom.
An Unpleasant Report

George Apar reported that
James Haroutunian's wife
passed away recently. Our
deepest sympathy to James and
his family.
Dan Quinn informed the
members of the demise of
Lenny Ricco of Bernardsville,
New Jersey. Lenny was one of
the "old timers" from the days
in Fort Bragg and served with
Company F, 47th Infantry. Dan,
and Marie Quinn, Mike Deresh
the New York Chapter
President, Frank Gonzol, Eddie
Hopkins, Nick Russick and
Hugh Lee attended the wake.
Deresh told how Quinn steered
the group into a nearby pub for
a farewell toast to Lenny.
Hurricane was No Problem

Not even a hurricane with
howling winds, rattling 'windows, dangerous driving and
walking could prevent 25
members from attending a N.Y.
meeting on April 4, 1975 at the
26th Armory. Many of these 25
Chapter members wanted to
attend this meeting because
they knew that an interesting
and enjoyable social evening
was planned for them; they
liked to hear the repartee.
sophisticated remarks and
facetious comments that are
made even when there is a

serious discussion taking place;
they wanted to mee~ their
friends in a congemal atmosphere and have an opportunity to reminisce and
discuss contemporary events
while enjoying their refreshments after the meeting adjourns;
these were the
predominant
thoughts the
loyal members had, and no
hurricane was going to be a
deterrent to them from attending the meeting.
It was an Enjoyable Meeting-

The members were in an
enthusiastic mood when Pres.
Mike Deresh called the meeting
to order. There was a lively
discussion of the topics on the
agenda which Frank Fazio,
Chairman of various committees, elaborated upon. He
said that plans were completed
for May 2, Past Presidents
Night, the May 10th Annual
Dance, and the May 17th
Memorial Services at Pinelawn
Cemetery which would be
followed by a picnic. He also
elaborated on the Reunion.
Other News

We were happy to see Al
Munatore who recently was
hospitalized, looking well. We
hope that Al will continue to
have good health for many,
many more years.
The lucky raffle winners were
Harry Orenstein, Charles
Libretto and Vincent DAddonna.
Judy and Harry Orenstein
will soon be on their merry way
to California.
N. Y. Chapter looks forward to
the Detroit Reunion .
Reports from Detroit indicate
that the Reunion Committee is
going all out to make the 1975
Reunion one of the greatest
reunions of all time. The
Reunion Committee has the
talent, ideas and experience as
they have held successful
reunions in the past. Their
program will be a first class
affair as there will be Beer
parties, dancing, the Memorial
Services and the Banquet. You
will have an opportunity to visit
Canada and the shopping
center. Detroit has many attractions for the tourists. The
above are only some of the
highlights of the Detroit
Reunion.
The N.Y. Chapter members
are looking forward with enthusiasm to meet their buddies
at the Detroit Reunion.

REQUEST FOR SPACE IN SOUVENIR PROGRAM
FULL PAGE .. $40.00
QUARTER PAGE .. $15.00
Booster Ads. $1000 name and unit

HALF PAGE $25.00
EIGHTH PAGE. .$10.00

Make checks payable to:
9th Infantry Division Association
1975 Reunion, Michigan Chapter
Send to: James Bruner
3448 Southgate Drive
Flint. Michigan 48507

CHAPTERS-PLEASE FORM A COMMITTEE TO SOLICIT
ADS AND BOOSTERS:
OOOOOIORRRORRDDRRORORRORRORODOOOOOOOOORi{

RESERVATIONS
The Detroit Heritage Hotel
1565 Washington Boulevard
Detroit, Michigan 48231
9TH Infantry Division Association
July 24-27,1975
Name
Address
City
Arrival Date
Single
Double
Twin

State
Zip
Hour
am, pm Departure Date
$17.00
$23.00
$23.00

Traveling down road of history
The secretary found the
following story while looking
over the many papers that are
part of the Division's history.
PENETRATION

OF

THE

SIEGFRIED
LINE BY
REGT.

THE 47TH

INF.

After the race through
France, the 47th Inf. Regt.
bivouaced about five kilometers
SW of the Siegfried Line in the
vicinity of (8328), about noon of
the 13th Sept. 1944. That afternoon and night it rained
almost continuously. On the
morning of the 14th the head of
the column passed the IP, RJ
(863278) at 0800, still in the rain.
The regiment moved in column
of battalions, column of companies, 1st, 3d, 2d to RJ
(919303>' At this point the
regiment split, the 1st Bn turned
N toward ZWEIFALL, the 3d E
along the road to RJ (978314),
and the 2d followed the 1st. The
original orders for the 3d had
been to continue NE and assist
the 39th in seizing road centers
in DUREN.
The 1st Bn, leading the
regiment, and following the 3d
A.D. had Co. "B" riding on 1
platoon (5) tanks and 1 platoon
(4) TD's which had been attached. The order of march was
"B", "A", "C", the latter two
companies on foot. The 3d
Armored turned left (N) at
MULARTSHUTTE, while the
1st Bn continued NE toward
ZWEIFALL. The I & R platoon
(1 squad and 2 tanks) had led
the Bn and preceded it into
ZWEIFALL where they found a
bridge blown out and captured a
PW who said he had been with a
group whose job it was to blow
bridges. The engineers had the
bridge rebuilt within an hour
after the Bn arrived at it, during
which time the Bn was deployed
about 300 yards, in the vicinity
of the road, deployment
depending on terrain. While the
bridge was being rebuilt nate in
the afternoon) B Co moved 1000
yards N of ZWEIF ALL and set
up road blocks and defenses. As
the 1st was moving faster than
the 2d or 3d, they were ordered
to stay in place. Pillboxes in the
vicinity were not occupied at
the time the 1st passed them.
That night 105's, 4.2's and 81 's
fired on VICHT. The TD's fired
direct on pillboxes at (963394), A
patrol consisting of the 1st Bn S3, Tank 0 and Engr. 0 went on a
patrol to VICHT and found a
bridge blown just S of the town.
Nine PW's had been captured
during the day of no opposition
('xcept sporadic small arms
fire. They bivouaced around
ZWEIFALL for the night.
The 2d Bn., the last in the
column, followed the 1st to
ZWEIFALL, where they passed
through them. A bridge had
been blown in the town but the
Rn. crossed over an undamaged
culvert about a block away
without trouble and turned SE
(a s shown). They passed two
pillboxes that had recently been
occupied. Upon advancing to RJ
(978355) two shots were heard
coming from a pillbox. The tank
fired one 76mm shot into the
woods in the vicinity of the box
and advanced under its own MG
fire. When they arrived at the
fortification they found a wood
fire going and potatoes peeled
but the enemy had withdrawn.
The Bn. deployed (as shown)
about 1600. (G Co. had been
detailed as guard company for
Corps headquarters) While the
HMG's were getting set up an
enemy half track came SE
along the road (from vicinity
985359), and sighted the MG's
and a tank, neither of which was

in a position to fire. The half
track turned around and fled.
The balance of the night was
quiet and peaceful.
After leaving the balance of
the Regiment at RJ (919303) the
3d Bn. moved without incident
to within about 100 yards of RJ
(948305) where T. Sgt. Charles
A. Karnak, leading the platoon,
deployed on the left side of the
road, sighted 2 enemy standing
in the door of a pillbox, neither
of whom had seen him. He
called to them to surrender,
which they did, and almost
immediately afterward 15 more
filed out of the box and gave up
without a fight. The box contained 4 rooms, was sited to fire
across the road, and could not
be seen until one was within a
few yards of it.
Hardly had the preceding
action been cleared up than an
AT gun located just east of RJ
mentioned above and sited
down the road up which the
column was moving fired 1
round at the American tank.
The CO of K Co. (1st Lt. W.L.
McWaters) was informed by the
tank commander to hold up his
pIa toons deployed on both sides
of the road, so he could "fire at
the AT gun, a 75 mm. Four or
five rounds were fired at the
gun position and then the left
platoon advanced on the
position, finding it deserted.
The breech block was removed
and the same platoon rounded
up 12-15 PW's in the woods who
gave up without a fight. This
action lasted about an hour and
a half. After turning the corner
to the right, the platoon on the
right side of the road discovered
another AT gun, a 40mm
weapon, deserted. Again the
breech block was removed, and
with no further action the
battalion went into bivouac just
N of RJ (977324.)
The Bn. established an all round
defense, HMG's on the flanks,
81mm mortars just north of the
road and two TD's as shown.
They protected the R.J. to the
south \\:ith a road block, 2 TD's,
a squad of riflemen and 2 57mm AT guns.
Approximately 150400 one of
the TD's at the R.J. to the south
contacted a TD in Bn. bivouac
and informed them they were
being attacked by a whole
battalion. Capt. D.W. Murphy,
CO of M Co. was awakened and
notified of the situation.
Thinking the situation had been
grossly exaggerated, he refused
the protecting units permission
to withdraw as requested, and
ordered them to remain in
position. He gave orders for the
Co. to be alerted by 0500 aml
went to Bn. Hdqts. as previously
ordered. In order to be on the
safe side he ordered some of the
mortar men deployed as shown
before he left.
After a brief engagement with
the covering force, the enemy
skirted their position, turned N
on the road, reforming into
columns of three's, and moved
up the road toward the Bn. The
column was first sighted by S.
Sgt. James La Barr when they
turned a bend in the road about
150 yards in front of his
deployed position. Thinking it
was a column of PW's, and as it
was not yet daylight he could
not see too well, he allowed the
column to advance. When the
officer who was leading the
column was less than 10 yards
from La Barr (the latter said it
was 10 feet) he saw him for the
first time and reached for his
machine pistol. La Barr already
had his carbine sighted on the
leader and at that movement
shot him "between the eyes".
The man walking beside the
officer was killed by Pvt.
Wireman with a 45.

At first the column continued
to move forward and the
mortarmen withdrew, but s i n c e : . , ¥ .
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knocked off the TD but climbed
back up on it and continued
firing.
The enemy moved off the
road, into the woods on the left.
The mortar crews began
dropping mortar shells on
them; bythistimetheTD crews
had put in appearance and took
over the 50 cal. MG's, firing
them down the road to the west
as the enemy tried to cross it.
One company went down the E
side of the road and into the
woods on the W after the enemy,
and captured 20-25 prisoners.
During the balance of the day
PW's were picked up to a total
of 75-100 for the day. The mess
sergeant coming up the road
ran into the tail of the column
and though completely surprised captured six PW's. In
turning his jeep around he
temporarily got stuck in the
mud but he managed to get it
out without losing his PW's.
Soon after moving into the
woods the enemy set up MG's
and began firing into our
positions. While under enemy
fire an AT gun crew cooly
turned their gun around facing
it to the west prepared to fire if
need be. The action was not
cleared up until about 0900.
The 2d Bn. had been ordered
to move NE to RJ (989392>' It
had actually started to move out
when they were ordered back to
their bivouac area, due to the
counter attack on the 3d. They
had gotten back into position
when an enemy patrol of 4 men
came into E Co's position from
the S (area of 3d Bn). One was
killed and the others captured.
At about 0930 the MG section
fired on what appeared to be the
point of an enemy column at
(980354). The enemy thereupon
disappeared.
At about 1000 hrs two enemy
tanks were heard moving SW
along the road from RJ
(985359). The first one was seen
at (979357) and was a MKV.
Other vehicles could be heard
moving in the rear. At the same
time approximately 3 squads of
enemy infantry, with bayonets
fixed, attacked the left flank
platoon of E Co., which had
heen reinforced by light MG's.
Sgt. Lenderski and Pvt. Carlson
were seen being captured.
The tank fired on a HMG
section at (978356), then
overran the position and
crushed one gun into the
ground. A platoon sergeant who
was wounded was the only
casualty. As the tank approachedE \0 CP (house at
977355) the company commander Lt. Custer Welch,
rushed out to an American tank
just outside the house to get
them to fire on it. However, no
tank men were present except
the radio operator who was in
the house at the time and who
did not know how to operate the
big gun. The Co. commander
then ran to another tank about
100 yards .SE at (978354), who
fired one round hitting the
enemy, tank in the side setting it
on fire. They then fired 7 more
rounds into it. Lt. Welch was
wounded returning to the CP. In
the meantime E Co's cooks and
cooks' helpers fired BAR'S and
bazookas at the enemy infantry
and tanks. Also during this time
1 platoon from F Co moved up
on E Co's left flank, giving flank
protection and building up the
fire fight. By 1200 the attack
was completely beaten off. Bn.
stayed in position for the rest of
the dav and nie:ht.
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During the above attack 1
man from I Co. thought he had
appendicitis and was left in a
ditch by the side of the road just
west of the area of attack.
Several enemy passed over him
and one stepped on him. The
soldier took the last enemy
prisoner and Lt. Robert F.
Hedges last saw him hobbling
down the road, doubled with
pain, his prisoner in front of
him.
The 2d Bn. being held up, at
about 1200 I Co. (3d Bn) was
ordered to clear the hill, NE of
RJ (976355), of enemy. They
crossed the road through E Co.
who were on the reverse slope of
the hill, proceeding up the trail
to about (978362) where they
turned off to the right. Just
before reaching the turning
point they ran into approximately 90 enemy who fired
on them. Fire was returned by 3
pIa toons using rifles and
grenades and 1 section of
LMG's. About 40 PW's were
captured, and more than that
number killed or wounded. A
pillbox was discovered at
(978358) covering the trail. Lt.
Ernest E. Smith came up on the
blind side and threw a grenade
through the gun embrazure,
killing two of the occupants and
blowing the third, a captain, out
the door seriously wounding
him. Moved on around the hill
and back to the trail running N
from E Co's position (see
overlay) where they again drew
enemy fire from a position
about 100 yards to the S. It was
then about 1900 and still
daylight. Lt, Smith moved his
platoon west of the trail and S
through the woods to the main
road where he stayed about an
hour. He then moved back E to
the trail and up the trail to the
head of I Co. In the meantime
the enemy had moved through
the woods' to the E and had
attacked I Co. from the E and
NE, but were driven eff. One
casualty was a litter case and
after the company again moved
south, 1 squad was left for his
protection. The enemy again
attacked and again were driven
off. By this time it was completely dark.
During this action the 3d Bn
had been ordered to pass
through the 2d and continue NE
to RJ (998394), in which vicinity
they bivouaced for the night.
After the action noted above I Co
moved after the Bn., which they
finally joined at about 0400 the
next morning in their bivouac
area.
ZWEIFALI,

On the 15th the 1st Bn moved
out of ZWEIFALL and NE along
the route shown. At about 1830 a
platoon of C Co spotted some
enemy off on the left and moved
through the woods to vicinity
(977378) where they took 27
PW's, without suffering any
casualties. D Co hearing the
firing set up MG's at (979380)
and fired through the woods at
the enemy being engaged by C
Co. Captured a Bn. CO and 88

troops holding the line. They
took up defensive positions for
the night as shown. No transportation was present due to the
inability to get it up because of
road blocks and mud. Since they
had planned on serving a hot
meal there was no chow of any
kind, and no bn. entrenching
tools. The enemy was moving
NE along the road immediately
to
their
front
toward
SCHEVENHUTTE. A pillbox at
(984395) was found to be
unoccupied the next morning. A
3d bn. patrol made contact with
the 1st bn. at RJ (989393) at
160130. Friendly and enemy
arty were going overhead, but
none landed in the 1st Bn's.
area.
SCHEVENHUTTE

On the morning of the 16th an
outpost of D Co fired on enemy
along the road and captured 3
PW's. Original orders were to
go through SCHEVENHUTTE
to DUREN. They got up to RJ
(995403) where the road was
blocked by fallen trees and the
bn was ordered to hold up due to
change of orders. Rather than
have the bn strung out along the
road the CO (Lt. Col. H.A. Schmidt) ordered them to return to
their bivouac area, where an all
around defense was established
about 1030. About noon they
were ordered to the NW to RJ
(972403) and to go through
FLEUTH, clean out the strong
points and occupy the high
ground Nand E of VICHT. The
Bn. moved down the road in a
column of Cos., "A", "B", "C".
They practically did a left flank
movement when the head of the
column was at RJ (973404), A on
the right, B on the left and C in
support. (C had had only 60..,70
men all through this action, had
received 61 replacements this
morning, 16 Sept. >.
The pillboxes were connected
by tunnels. A Co attacked with 2
platoons forward, 1 in support.
The right forward platoon had 2
squads N of the road and 1
squad S of it. The mission of the
right two squads was to take the
pill boxes and Hill 270. The left
squad was to seize pill boxes in
their area and the high ground
they occupied, and support the
right 2 squads by fire. The left
platoon was to go along the edge
of the woods and clean out the
boxes in that area. Tanks and
TD's supported A Co.
The right platoon got to within
20 yards of the first pill box
without drawing fire, and
opened up on the slits of the box
with M-l's and BAR's No fire
was returned, so they rushed to
the door and called to the enemy
to surrender. Ten PW's came
out and while they were getting
them organized a MG in a box 50
yards to the left opened up on
them.

(Continued'on next page)
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There were no casualties
and they returned the fire with
M-l's and BAR's, and also
brought up a tank to within 20
yards of the box. The tank fired
3 rounds at the door "knocking
the hell out of it." Fifteen PW's
came out, of whom 2 were
casualties, from splintered
concrete, and all were badly
scared. The right platoon held
on both sides of the road and the
reserve platoon passed through
and cleaned out 6 more boxes in
their area, which proved to be
more stubborn "or more
scared" than those on the left
side of the road because they
were a little harder to take. The
box at (963497) resisted, so a
tank was broughi up to (965494),
within about 600 yds and fired 4
rounds, all of which hit the door.
The inmates surrendered immediately. The left platoon
cleared out 5 or 6 boxes. The
right platoon attacked the
fortifications (shown by red.
lines on map) and captured
enemy in them. During the day
A Co captured about 100 PW's.
During this action B moved
through the woods to the left of
A Co., 2 plats. abreast 050 yds
wide). Had no fire fight and no
casualties. C Co followed B Co
during the day. The Bn then
prepared. defensive positions
along the high ground. About
1800 they were ordered to move
(already
to MAUSBACH
cleared) around which they
established a defense for the
night.

During the same day the 2d
Bn left their bivouac area about
0800, moving to ZWEIFALL,
then N to STOLJ..ENWERK with
F Co in the lead. Having captured a German engineer map
the day before, which showed
the exact location of the pill
boxes in the area they knew
exactly where to look for them.
Bazookas were used on each one
but had little effect. The .enemy
would fire a few rounds,
seemingly to attract attention
and would surrender without
further resistance. Twentyeight PW's were taken during
the day, 22 of them from one
box. The prisoners were all old
men, one of them being 57 years
old who had been in the Army
two weeks. In general the boxes
were well concealed but had
poor fields of fire. The walls
were 18" to 24" thick.
At STOLLENWERK the Bn
turned E and at 1100 were ordered by the Regt. CO to occupy
KREWINKEL. E Co was to go
to FLEUTH, then NE to
KREWINKEL, and H Cos were
tb go through FLEUTH, then
MAUSACH" , then E to
KREWINKEL. The point of F
Co came across 4 enemy sitting
in an orchard "batting the
breeze" who ducked as an
artillery shell went over, and
were easily captured. One PW
was taken in a stable (with a
girl) and 2 enemy ran out of a
house and were later captured.
At this time a sqd. was sent
around to the rear of
KREWINKEL to cut off escape.
This sqd. contacted 7 enemy
coming from the E and engaged
them in a fire fight. An additional sqd. was committed on
the right flank, which pressed
through the woods killing one
and dispersing the others.
Situation cleared up by 1830.
The point was then withdrawn
to form a defense on the E side
of town, which was shelled by
pnpmv arty. that. nil!ht.
3d- Bn. -~~ved' out of the
bivouac area in an approach
march formation L Co leading.
They got almost to RJ 016407
when K Co moved through to
take the lead to RJ 008413 where
they encountered a blown out
bridge. K Co moved through the
woods on the high ground to the
F, overlooking the town of
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SCHEVENHUTIE. I Co was to
attack from the W but was held
up. K Co then took the town
encountering 3 enemy machine
pistols. Prior to taking the town
they had captured a full colonel
and 2 men on the hill E of
SCHEVENHUTTE, who had
gone there on reconnaisance to
set up a defense.
MAJOR TANNER

The BN CO stated that from
the time they had left ROTGEN
and
until
reaching
SCHEVENHUTIE they did not
receive a single rd of arty or
mortar fire because the enemy
did not know where they were.
Every night a group of enemy
would march into their area not
knowing they were in it. One
officer was captured in
SCHEVENHUTIE
returning
from a leave. The bunkers were
so well camouflaged there is no
way of knowing how many they
passed up. None of them were
occupied. The Bn was unable to
do anything about them as they
had neither the explosives to
blow them up or a bull dozer to
cover them. The PW's they
captured were far from the best
and stated their mission had
been to drop back and occupy
the bunkers, which the Bn had
found
empty.
SCHEVENHUTTE is the limit
of advance by this Bn at the
time.
GRESSENICH

The patrol had returnea aoom
half way to KREWINKEL when
they observed the enemy
moving in that direction. S. Sgt.
Harold Hellerick was sent to
convey the information to the
Co CO who sent a squad and a
half back with the Sergeant to
be deployed so as to place
flanking fire on the oncoming
enemy. Before the enemy had
advanced 500 yards they were
fired upon by the men above
with rifles and by a HMC section which had gone into
position at (983410, effectively
pinning them down. Sixty and
81mm mortar as well as artillery fired on them causing
"excessive casualties." The
enemy came in waves of about
50 to a wave and it is estimated
nearly 200 took part in the attack. The mortars had excellent
observa tion and laid on the
enemy perfectly. Not over 10
Germans were observed
leaving the field during the day.
During the time the enemy
artillery was far from inactive
and laid on KREWINKEL all
day, causing 37 casualties. Our
own 81mm mortars fired 2000
rounds.

MAIL

CALL
cont'd

The 1st and 3d Bns had been
ordered
to
attack
GRESSENICH on the 17th but Carlton G. Pope 15th Eng. Bn.
that morning the 3d had a Pope's Peak, Route 47
counter attack which stopped Bennington, N.H. 03442
them. By 0900 they had the
My the years go by fast. I am
situation well in hand and were enclosing a couple of live action
mopping up. They continued to photos of yours truly. Over the
receive arty and mortar fire the years Velma and I have done
balance of the day. Due to the lots of traveling, including all
exposed flank of this Bn it was the Canadian Provinces, all but
decided not to push the attack three of the good United States
until some flank protection was areas, England and Scotland in
afforded.
1970, but we still call Pope's
The Bn was deployed around Peak plus fifty acres home.
SCHEVENHUTTE as shown on After fifteen years of overseas
the overlay. K Co was deployed duty in the Naval Air Facility,
in the woods N of the road our still unmarried son will be
leading to Gressenich. One stationed in Maryland unless
platoon had set up a road block Uncle Sam changes his mind.
at (003423) which they were Hopefully the wife and I will
guarding. At 180400 hrs an head for Arizona, in another
enemy counter attack of ap- three years for retirement
proximately 90 men came SE on living. Regards to everyone.
the road from GRESSENICH
armed with flame throwers,
bazookas, concus~ion and
fragmentation grenades, and Steve Lelak
Co B 47th Inf.
automatic weapons. They had R.D. 1 - Box 59
overrun the roadblock when the Venetia, Pa. 15367
tank opened fire at point blank
(Note from Steve's better
range with its 76 mm gun. MC's half) I've been after Steve since
also opened up. Co CO, 1st Lt. the first of the year to send in
W.L. McWaters doubted 4 over his 75 dues, but as always I end
15-20 got out alive, which figure up sending it in.
was confirmed by a PW capWe are sure looking forward
tured the next day. The to the Detroit reunion and hope
situation was cleared up before to see all the old gang there.
daylight, D Co suffering 2
casualties W.I.A.
Joe Rappazini
Hdqs. 60th Inf.
On the morning of the 17th at 24001 Sherman
about 0700 a reconnaissance Oak Park, Mich. 48237
patrol 2d Bn was ordered to
Dues enclosed, best regards
BUSCHHAUSEN (9840, and if and best wishes - this is always
no enemy were observed to a time for fond memories and
proceed to GRESSENICH. It recoilections.
reached RJ (986413) when it
halted and observed what it was Russel M. Hummel M.D.9th
estimated to be a Bn of enemy Med. Co.
in Buschhausen. The patrol 2411 Lommel Lane
remained in observation, about Marion, Ind. 469522
50 yards NE of the RJ, on high
Once again a little late. Best
ground for 1/2 hour observing a wishes to everyone.
great deal of movement in
GRESSENICH and between
there and SCHEVENHUTTE
9th M.P. Detch
into which the 3d Bn had moved
the day before. Just as they Adolph Wadalavage
prepared to return 40-50 enemy 94-30 96thSt.
were observed' moving out of Ozone Park, N.Y. 11416
I received word from Mrs. H.
GRESSENICH
toward Hanson that her husband Hugh
KREW INKEL and~ occupying passed away on February 24-,
positions 300 yds SW of 1975. He served with the 47th.
Hugh's widow resides at 641
GRESSENICH. There is a wide,
open draw running from the Exchange St., Sacramento,
former
town
SW
to Calif. 95838
MAUSBACH, just in front of
KREW INKEL where most of
the following action takes place.
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7-5 Reunion
"JULY 24-25-26
Thursday, July 24th
Registration will begin in the morning at the Detroit Heritage
Hotel and continue all day. Arrangements will be made for those
who'wish to golf and they will leave the hotel at 12 noon. A Board
of Governors meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m. In the evening, the
welcoming party will begin at 8 p.m. with free beer, coffee, pop,
pretzels and potato chips. The party will be a Sing-alongDixieland type with music for dancing by the Wall Engel Trio.
Friday, July 25th
Registration will be all day. Business and committee
meetings are scheduled for 10 a.m. At 1 p.m. another business
meeting will be held. Also, at 1 p.m. the Ladies Auxiliary
meeting will take place and Father Jerry Rowan will conduct a
hand writing analysis demonstration. At 5 p.m. ~nother Board of
Governors meeting will be held. In the evening the dance party
will begin at8:30 p.m. with music furnished by the Walley Engel
Band and the party theme will be "A Nite at the Races". A cash
service bar 'will be available.
Saturday, July 25th
Registration will be all day.
Father Connors will conduct a mass at 8:30 a.m. At 10 a.m.
the parade will start. Its a 25 minute march to the Veterans
Memorial Building in the Civic Center Area on the Detroit
River. Cars will be provided for those who can't march. The
parade should be a snap this year, since its all down hill. Not like
at Atlanta where we always had another hill ahead of us after
climbing the previous ones. After the annual Memorial Service,
which has always been the highlight of previous reunions,
members are free to do as they wish for the afternoon. Since
Detroit has a series of Ethnic Festivals in progress all summer
long next to the Civic Center Area, it is highly recommended
that you visit the one which will be in progress along the river
front. On the way back to the hotel, those who wish, can shop at
Hudsons.
At 6:30 p.m. the annual banquet and dance will be held with
music again by the Wally Engel Band. A cash-service bar will be
available.

One of the Detroit area's most popular attractions for visitors is
a steamer ride on the Detroit River, which forms the boundary
between the U.S. and Canada. The steamer Ste. Claire is one of
two that makes daily trips all summer long to Bob-Lo Island, an
amusement park in the river at the entrance to Lake Erie.

nETROIT AND THE
AUTOMOBILE

Shortly before the advent of
the 20th century several
relatively obscure events took
place that were to have a
profound influence on the future
of Detroit and the history of the
world.
In 1896, a young mechanic
named Henry Ford built a
motor vehicle and successfully
operated it on the streets of
Detroit.
In 1898 the Detroit Automobile
Company was formed, the
forerunner of the Cadillac
Motor Car Company, now
Cadillac Division of General
Motors Corpora tion.
In
1899
automobile
manufacturing began in earnest
in Detroit when the Olds Motor
Works was established and built
its first car for sale.
By 1903 Henry Ford gathered
enough backing to form the
Ford Motor Company. That
same year the Packard Motor
Car Company moved to Detroit
from Ohio.

In 1908 the General Motors
Corporation was formed. That
was also the year Henry Ford
hegan to produce the Model T.
The Age of the Automobile
had dawned, and Detroit was
the motor car capital of the
world.
In the years since, as the
automobile has changed the
nation's economy and the living
habits of people everywhere,
Detroit's role as the Motor City
has pushed it to the forefront of
the industrial and commercial
centers of the world.
Toda y the Detroit area is
headqu~rters for all four of the
great automobile manufacturing firms, American Motors
Corporation, Chrysler Corporation, Ford Motor Company
and General Motors Corporation.
Detroit-area
plants
manufacture 27 percent of all
autos made in America.
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Co F 47th Inf.
Joseph W. Bergen, Jr.
166 Elmwood Rd.'
Needham, Mass 02192
er~ sorry. to hear about my
fnend s passmg, John Rizzo. He
was a wonderful guy. I
remember when I joined Co F in
Sicily, John was very good to
JT,le. He also smoked all my
CIgars.

ILLINOIS

.v

This is the time of the year when everyone gets around to
sending in their dues, so the Secretary is swamped with mail
and has a real tough time trying to keep his desk clear. Here are
some of the letters that he has received during the past few
¥:eeks.
Hdq Btry 26th F .A.
W. Donald Rolar
105 Oak Lane
Shippensburg, Pa 17257
For the first time in 30 years
my "Octofoil" had my address
in "tell-tale red". Enclosed is
my check for three years dues.
Best wishes for a successful
reunion in Detroit. I hope to
make it, since I have missed
very few reunions.
A.B. Casey
39th In£.
715 E. Walnut St.
Paris, Tenn 38242
Enclosed is my dues, sorry
that I let the address get into the
red. I am so busy all the time
that I just overlooked the fact
that dues paying time is here
again.
I haven't had time to retire
yet, although I am well past the
time for applying for Social
Security benefits, maybe I'll get
around to that in the next year
or so.
I very rarely come in contact
¥:ith anyone who served with
the Ninth, to my knowledge
there is only one other Ninth
Division member living in this
area. Thanks for the reminder
and best wishes for a good year.
year.
Raymond Berthiaume
15th Eng. Bn
355 Ferry ::-,f:
New Haven, Conn 06513
Enclosed is my dues for three
years and a donation for the
Scholarship Fund. I am retired
for two years now, and am
really enjoying it. Hope to make
Detroit this year.
Co. G 47th In£.
Robert Griffith
:nl W. Lance Dr.
Des Plaines, III 60016
Hope this finds everyone in
good health. Sorry to hear that
John Rizzo has left us. I will try
to make Detroit this summer.

Med Det. 34th F .A.
Richard J. Keegan
7 Depot Rd. - Rt. 107
East Kingston, N.H. 03827
Just a few lines to inform you
of a change in my addre~s. I
have come back to the New
F:ngland Area after living in
Tenn. for 18 months. Want to
make sure that I get my copies
of the "Octofoil".

Wesley Spofford Co D. 39th In£.
105-05 93rd St.
Ozone Park, N.Y. 11417
Sorry that my 75 dues are late
but I'm
grateful for the
"Octofoil" and the reminder.
Always glad to hear any news of
my "old outfit", and would like
to get in touch with any of my
friends from Co D of the 39th,
especially Pete Uhl, George
Stegmen, John Rogher, etc. We
were at Fort Bragg in January
1941 until we "shipped out". I
still see Chris Metzler once in a
whole also Ben Westervelt who
recently retired as a Colonel. I
have tried to contact our
Captain, William Terrell III
several times, he was a fine
man with all of us. I don't get
around much anymore because
of a heart condition, so any
news of members of Co D would
be greatly appreciated. Best of
everything to you and the 9th
Division of which I am very
proud.

Co E 60th Inf.
Norbert "Chick" Hennen
4130 Washburn Ave. N.
Minneapolis, Minn 55412
The red ink on my Jan-Feb
1975 issue of the Octofoil,
received yesterday, indicates
that it is membership dues time
again. Enclosed is my check for
the 1975 renewal.
Last week the number one
enlisted man of the United
States
Army,
Command
Sergeant Major of the Army,
Leon 1.. Van Antreve, was in the
T¥:in Cities to address the local
chapter of the AUSA, He was, in
1942, with a demolition team of
engineers attached to the 60th
In£. with the mission of securing
the airport at Port Lyautey
(now Kinetra) in French
Morocco.
Knowing he was the featured
speaker for the Association of
the United States Army I had
prepared a sketch map of the
landings at Mehdia de fa Plage
showing the dispositions of the
French and the battalions of the
60th Combat Team on the day of
the landings. I presented him
with this and he gave the 9th
Division top billing in his talk.
Incidentally, he wears the
Octofoil on his right shoulder.
Of course, we compared our
recollections of the landings.
If he could make it, he would
indeed be a major attraction for
our national convention in
Detroit on 24-26 July. He is most
articulate. He headquarters, of
course, at the Pentagon.
Co M 60th Inf
Curtis "Buck" Buchanan
2914 Alexander St.
Florence, Ala. 35630
We are leaving here by
Southern Airways July 24th at
2: 05 p.m. and will arrive in
Detroit at 6: 25 p.rn.
If there is another "Octofoil"
printed between now and then I
would be grateful if you would
ask anyone who knows Carolyn
and I if they would pick us up at
the airport.
You know an Ole country boy
like me can't get around in
those great big cities - too hot.

26th F .A.
William Griesbach
Rua Riachuelo 1583
Porto Alegre, 90,000
Brazil, S.A.
Just a line to let you know that
I'm still kicking around. Have
been in Brazil since January
and expect to be here for some
time. However will be back in
the States in Boston and Worcester about May 18th for two
weeks. My daughter Audrey
will graduate May 24th from
Massachusetts Medical College
in Worcester.. I hope Father
Conners can make it to the
graduation. It will be a proud
day for an old 26th Field, Ninth
Division man.
Best regards to you Dan and
to all the men of the Ninth and
26th F.A.
Robert F. Gordon
39th In£.
1423 State Route 885
Clairton, Pa. 15025
Enclosed is a check for my
dues for three years. Enjoy
reading the "Octofoil" although
I don't see too much about the
guys from the 39th.
Seer:ns that I can never get my
vacatIOn at the same time as the
reunion, but there is a slight
chance I may make it this time.
Best wishes.

Hdqs Div Arty &
B Btry 34th F.A.
Lt. Col Harry V. Ellis
208 Homestead Lane
Franklin, Va. 23851
I got caught by the red ink
devil again - well not really
caught just reminded.
I joined the Ninth at Fort
Bragg during the Carolina
maneuvers and remained with
Hdqs. Div. Arty. until the
fighting in Sicily was over. Then
I joined the 34th F.A. and took
over B Bty. in England.
Frank Gunter
Co. I 60th In£.
423 S. 34th St.
Tacoma, Wash. 98408
I noticed my copy of the
"Octofoil" had my name in
"Red" so I went back to the
check book because I sure do
not want to drop something that
I have carried for so long, and is
my face red I find that I have
not sent in my dues for 1975 well here is my check for this
year. My wife and I sure do
enjoy the paper because we
don 'f get a chance to see the old
gang as often as we would like
to since we live so far away
from where all of the activities
of the association are held.
As you know, Fort Lewis, is
the home of the Division now
and since we are so close to th~
post we see the Octofoil patch
vere regularly here. In fact I
now have a nephew who wears
the Octofoil on his left shoulder
while mine is on the right
shoulder of my dress uniform.
A person wouldn't know the old
outfit anymore, they are a
completely
different
organization from the one we
soldiered with thirty years ago,
but the Octofoil still brings a
cheer from me, just as the
Passing Of The Colors does
~,hen I see
the National
Emblem going by unfurled. I
a~ real proud of my service
WIth the Army and never fail to
boost it when talking to younger
people whom I meet in my line
of wor.k.
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412 Greg9ry Ave

George Nicklin, M.D. P.C.
K to 47th Inf
Six Butler Place
Garden Ci ty, New York 11530
I read with great interest the
~ovember-December,
1974
Issue of the Octofoil. The article
Traveling Down the Road of
History on Monschau, Germany, and that entire period
~hen the 47th Regiment was
mvolved in holdmg the North
hinge of the Bulge, was a vivid
experience for me.
I had just finished spending
two months as a Mortar Gunner
with "I<:ing" Company, of the
47th regIment. During that time
we had been fighting around
Schevenhuette,
HamichWeissweiller, and Frenzenberg
Castle.
Our company was so
decimated from that series of
attacks that the 35 or so survivors were given recreational
p~sses for three days at VerVIers. Then we went into a
reserve position, in the old
Belgian Army camp at
Malmedy. During this time we
received
about
120
replacements and after a few
days of combat problems and
range fire, we returned to the
front at Langerwehe.
At that time I was transferred
to the Medics and was sent for a
three-day first-aid course at
Regimental Headquarters with
Major Donald Roberts. This
~as a very exciting time, since
Just after my transfer we immediately moved to the region
of the Bulge and I received all of
my initial first-aid training
treating wounded Germa~
paratroopers. We also had a
sprinkling of wounded G.I.'s
and some G.I.'s that I never
fo~go~ who were poisoned by
drmkmg "Jet juice" - which
happened to be wood alcohol
used for fueling the V-Ones.
Wood alcohol is usually fatal.

Uur regimental aid station
appeared to be in the middle of
the German paratroop drop.
Co. H. 39th Inf. O~e of the most. fascinating
Rex Ford
thmgs about that drop. is that
204 Hanbury Ave.
some of the first people capPortsmouth, Va. 23702
tured were the officer in
Enclosed is my dues for 1975
command n. was told) and his
best regards to all the gang. Se~
a.id, and a clerk with a complete
you in Detroit.
fIle of all men in the drop. This
simplified our cleaning up the
John Holick
Co. I 39th In£.
paratroop
drop.
158 Jefferson Ave.
three
days of first-aid
The
Cresskill, N.J. 07626
training lengthened out to about
Having trouble with my right
ten days and during this time
leg, not in tip-top shape like it
celebrated Christmas with
we
used to be. Would like to hear
from some·. fellows who served fresh frozen turkey, brought in
from the United States. My last
¥:ith the 39th.
encounter with such a bird had
been when our cook, Emmett
1st Bn. 39th Inf
Nick Androvich
. Schuette, and myself with a
'couple of other fellows had
68 Greenwood Drive
killed and· cleaned several
North Babylon, N.Y. 11703
German
geese which we
It kind of shocked ·J;.l1e to see
liberated
in the village of
my name in red ink so I am
Schevenhuette.
m.ailing in my check 'promptly.
After Christmas I returned to
GIve my regards to all the gang
the
second platoon of "King"
from the New York Chapter I
Company to be their medic. At
do m~ss their comradship. I:m
that time we were on the far
the bttle guy with the gray
side of Kalterherberg and our
moustache.
company was
occupying
47th Inf & 60th Inf.
posi tions formerly held by the
Col. Henry E. Royall
101st Division which included
105 Noble St.
much of their abandoned
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514
equipment. George Bastedo
Enclosed is my check for 1975 was always there to greet us.
dues.
One of the interesting things
I do not think I will be able to about being in that position was
make the reunion in Detroit.
that we always had fresh-frozen
Please give my best regards to
steak. This was due to the large
all the wonderful men of the
number of cows which had been
47th and 60th; especially to
shot and were lying frozen
"Chick" Hennen.
about the landscape. We were

re:vlily able to have a quarter of
beei avai;.lble. Many of us had
small stoves or fires in our dugouts on which we were able to
cook. I can still remember
going over to our stored beefquarter and hacking off a steak
with a bayonet and several of us
cooking it up for a steak dinner not all of combat was so
pleasant? I also remember the
beautiful Catholic church in
K~aterherberg which stood open
WI th snow drifting in through
the open doors. The town itself
was also quite pretty, with each
house painted a different pastel
color. We were there when the
snow was quite deep. We went
on to fight in the area around
Hofen in the deep forest and to
make some attacks which were
reasonably successful. Eventually we got out as that Sector
came under Allied control and
when the Bulge was definitely
ended, our unit was moved on to
the Roer Dam area.
We did some fighting in the
!1eighborhood of the dams
themselves and then moved into
the area East of Schmitt, in the
Hurtgen Forest, to replace
troops of the 82nd Airborne
Division who were being pulled
back in preparation for the drop
across the Rhine River. It was
at this point that my combat
experience was terminated
along with that of our platoo~
Sergeant Stephen Miletich and
~ther
a fair num ber of
members of our platoon, as we
were heaVily shelled by German mortars, in the forest. I
made that trip, which thousands
of 9th Division men made, back
through
the
evacuation
hospital, with a series of
oper~tions, a field hospital, a
hospItal train to Paris, and then
on to England, and eventually
back to the United States.
In. part because of my
medIcal service with the 9th I
went on into medicine a~d
became a physician. I note a
joke in your current issue about
a psychoanalyst - which is how I
earn my living. It is an exciting
way to make a living and I must
say that I think it is the cutting
edge of the future. I'm still on
the front lines, but it's a different type of front. If we can
maintain the mental stability of
the international scene, it is'
hopeful that it will never be
necessary again to have a war
such as World War II was.
I'm sending you this long
letter because I think it will be
of interest to the Octofoil
readers, and especially to the
men of "King" Company, whom
I regard with great fondness for
their courage and tenacity.
I'm sure they are typical of
the whole regiment and
division.
With best regards
Goerge Nicklin, M.D.
Clinical Associate
Professor of Psychiatry
New York University
School of Medicine
Fellow of American
Academy of Psychoanalysis
2nd Bn Hdqs 60th Inf.
Frank E. Clark
201 Krutzer
Bloomington, Ill. 61701
Received an "Octofoil" from
an old. buddy Charles Libretto of
Flushmg, N.Y. I sure enjoyed
the old memories.
Enclosed please find a check
for dues for myself and my wife.

